MEN OF POWER
ested in Francis5 words and his way of life than in the
miracles which they believed he could work.
But Francis himself claimed no supernatural powers.
Nor did he want any. He wanted only that he and his
brotherhood should live Christlike lives, demonstrate
His love, and share His sufferings. What the super-
stitious and the Roman Church itself did not see was
that he was accomplishing a far greater miracle than
any of the petty ones they ascribed to him. For he was
transforming the spiritual life of his age. He was
freeing it from materialism. He was purging the
church. He was humbling the proud and lifting up the
poor. He was teaching the world the beauty of simple
and sacrificial living. He was restoring men's faith in
a living and loving God. He was bringing peace to
their hearts. He was putting songs on their lips.
What greater miracle could any saint accomplish?
The Canticle of the Sun. The following year was
his last His strength steadily waned. But even in
his weakness his spirit often soared. One day after
a visit with Clara at St. Damian's, he felt again within
him the stirring of the Spirit. The whole world seemed
bathed in an exquisite beauty. In that incandescent
moment he composed his "Canticle of the Sun." Mat-
thew Arnold has translated it for us:
Praise be my Lord God with all his creatures, and
especially our brother, the sun, who brings us the day
and who brings us the light; fair is he and shines with a
very great splendor: O Lord, he signifies to us theel